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Zzzzzzz….. 

“Settle down class.” “Ms., I’m bored.” “Do we have to this?” 

 

 

“Differentiated instruction will save you, or at least help you reach your teaching goals.” 

In the elementary and secondary classroom, we have multiple types of learners that can be 

categorized as:  

1. Verbal/linguistic 

2. Logical/mathematical 

3. Visual/spatial 

4. Bodily/kinesthetic 

5. Musical 

6. Interpersonal  

7. Intrapersonal  

8. Naturalist  

9. Existential  

 

Whew... *wipes sweat*. I get it, educators have superhuman strength and super human 

powers, said no one ever. However, we are responsible for making sure every student 

regardless of their learning style is reached. Often, we find ourselves stressed and 



overwhelmed with completing this task with only forty-five minutes in a classroom that has a 

ratio of 1:30 students. 

What if I told you that there is a way to make your life less stressful, in the classroom at least. 

Allow me to introduce you to stations or centers. 

Stations are designed to provide students the same information but in multiple forms; students 

can teach themselves as you facilitate. Having a student-centered classroom is important when 

you are differentiating instruction. It allows creativity, responsibility, and accountability among 

your student. This is the reason I love stations. 

Each station focuses on a certain aspect of the lesson. These stations can be categorized as the 

following: 

1. Read & Comprehend: In this station, students are provided an article in relation to the 

topic being covered; students read an article, complete a KWL chart and complete four 

sentence stems summarizing what they learned from the article. 

2. Explore: In this station, student will create a model of your choice that represents the 

topic being covered; you can also use this a mini lab activity if you teach science. This 

station is intended to be used for a hands-on activity such as creating a foldable or 

building some type of representation that students can hold in their hands. 

3. Organize It: Students will create a graphic organizer to organize their notes that may be 

found in a resource provided by the teacher. Students will organize information so that 

it makes sense to them. Remember as the teacher you are the facilitator; you can 

provide them with an example of a graphic organizer, but allow them the opportunity to 

figure it out first. This holds students accountable for learning the information. 

4. Center Activity: Students will research and watch a short video that explains the given 

topic; here’s the catch, students can find any video that they chose via YouTube or any 

other educational platform you allow. Students must in a paragraph explain their 

findings and include an image that demonstrates their findings. 

5. Vocabulary: Students will use a four-square model that includes the word in the middle, 

definition, an example of the word, and a non-example. I had my students define key 

terms for the topic or lesson being given. 

Stations also allow small grouping and pairing to take place; stronger students are placed 

with weaker students to challenge and help the other. This is great if you have higher level 

learners that get done with their classwork quickly; this allows them to help others when 

they are finished with their work. 

Stations also allow active monitoring, informal assessments, self-assessment, mini teach, 

and re-teach. 

When I first began using stations/centers, I found an amazing packet/template created by 

The Science Penguin on Teachers Pay Teachers. You can have your students rotate to at 



least two stations during the class period; I did this so that Thursday could be our review 

day on what we’ve learned, and Friday would be our quiz day and the day to turn in our 

station packet. I made each station worth a total of 20 points. At the end of the station 

bundle, students had to write would they believed their grade would be and explain why 

and two interesting facts they learned to complete their rotations. 


